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Maggie and Me

Thatcherism, Education and Personal Biography

Robert W. Aspinall %

The title of this report was inspired by the documentary movie Roger and Me
made by Michael Moore in 1989. The ‘Roger’ of the title was Roger Smith, CEO of
General Motors, who Moore held responsible for decisions to close auto factories in
Moore’s home town of Flint, Michigan. In some ways the movie resembles a kind of
‘David and Goliath’ story of the ‘little guy’ trying to take on a big, powerful man.
Moore shows the audience and tries (but fails) to show the CEO the human
consequences of decisions that are made for economic reasons. The movie shows
houses being re-possessed and families being thrown out on the street. It also links the
closing of the factories with rises in crime in Flint. The movie challenges powerful
people — in a way that recalls J.B. Priestley’s play An Inspector Calls — to consider the
effects of their decisions on people with far less and power and resources than
themselves. One thing the wealthy patriarch of Priestley’s play, Arthur Birling, has in
common with Roger Smith is the belief in ‘self-reliance’ and the fiction that people
who fall on ‘misfortune’ (for example being thrown out of their home) bring it upon
themselves.

What effect, exactly, did the powerful Margaret Thatcher have on the powerless
Robert Aspinall during her time in power in the 1970s and 1980s? I certainly have not
suffered anything like the fate of Eva Smith, the unfortunate victim of An Inspector
Calls. Nor have I had to suffer the redundancy and impoverishment of the former auto
workers of Michael Moore’s Flint. In fact, there a certain actions taken by Thatcher or
* [AEFERFHd%  Professor, Doshisha University
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her ministers that I would count as beneficial. The first of these actions, ironically, was
one that caused her great unpopularity at the time and that earned her the epithet
‘Maggie Thatcher, Milk Snatcher’. While she was Secretary of State for Education and
Science in Ted Heath’s Conservative government of 1970 to 1974, she ordered the
ending of the free milk policy that had provided a third of a pint of milk each day to
children aged seven to eleven in England’s schools. She was attacked by her political
opponents for taking the milk out of the mouths of children. There was an unstated
sexist subtext in the media that this was particularly egregious act coming from a
woman whose ‘proper’ role should be the nurturing of young children. Actually ending
this wasteful policy was the right thing to do since by 1970 the vast majority of
children in the UK had no problem with basic nutritional intakes. Government time
and money were better spent targeting those children and families who were in poverty.
That was the economic case for ending the free-milk policy that was mad by Thatcher
and the Treasury. As a pupil of the time, I also want to put forward an even stronger
case: the milk usually tasted absolutely disgusting! Even all these years later I can still
recall the horrible taste, cause by the fact that the milk was delivered in crates in the
morning but was left sitting in the school yard until morning-break when it was
distributed by the boys and girls who were designated ‘milk monitors’ for the day.
Even in the UK’s temperate climate, there was usually sufficient warmth in the air for
the milk to have gone off by the time it was distributed. So I would like to express here
my gratitude to Margaret Thatcher for ending that horrible policy! Politics being
politics however, Thatcher did not get credit for this decision, and she came away from
her experience as education secretary with a loathing of the educational establishment
that did not go away.

Margaret Thatcher became leader of the Conservative Party in 1975 and Prime
Minister in 1979. I was seventeen years old and so too young to vote in that election.
We had a mock election at my school and I voted for the Communist candidate mostly
in order to put two fingers up to the establishment (the kind of thing
seventeen-year-old boys do). I had mixed feelings about the Conservative victory that I
wrote about in my diary of the time. People my age were accustomed to Labour
winning one election and the Conservatives winning the next: it seemed the natural

order of things. Due to the miserable ‘winter of discontent’ that preceded it I was not
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surprised that Margaret Thatcher won the 1979 election. It seemed obvious to me that
Labour under Prime Minister Jim Callaghan had lost. I wrote that it was good for free
enterprise that Thatcher had won, a concept I was only vaguely aware of at that time
but seemed to me to be a ‘good thing’. My main worry about the Tory victory was
concerned with racism, since Conservative boasts of patriotism in the 1979 campaign
were certainly tinged with racism. The fascist National Front party which had been on
the rise in the mid-1970s lost votes in 1979, and most commentators agreed that their
lost voters had gone over to the Tories.

In 1980 I went to Reading University to find out more about politics. Meanwhile,
Thatcher’s monetarist economic policies plunged the country into the worst recession
since the 1930s. Because I was in the sheltered realms of full-time higher education
(still free at that time) I was not personally touched by the economic catastrophe that
engulfed other parts of the nation. Every night on the TV news new job losses were
announced. It seemed obvious that Thatcher must lose the next election. An area where
I did get involved actively in opposing government policy was defence policy, or more
specifically the deployment of new nuclear weapons. The US and UK governments
had agreed to deploy US nuclear-armed cruise missiles at an RAF base called
Greenham Common near Newbury. The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND)
and other protest groups immediately started organising events at the base. The most
famous manifestation of protest was the women’s camp outside the main gate which
eventually gained a worldwide reputation for opposing militarism and promoting
feminism. One of the ironies of having a woman prime minister was that during the
time she was the most powerful person in the UK, the feminist movement went from
strength of strength by opposing the policies of her government. Although the women’s
camp at Greenham Common was for women only, there were other camps around the
long perimeter of the base and there were several large events organised that took the
form of festivals involving music, art and other kinds of expression. It was easy
enough to hitch-hike from Reading to Greenham Common and join in these events.
Due to her economic and defence policies I lost the ambivalence I had had on her
election and I joined a fairly sizeable proportion of the population who came to be
firmly committed to opposing her and her government. The environment surrounding

politics became much harsher than I remember it being in the 1970s. The satirical
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programme Spitting Image replaced Mike Yarwood’s rather gentle impersonations of
the politicians of the 1970s as the main source for political humour on the nation’s TV
sets.

If Margaret Thatcher had so many opponents, how did she win the 1983 election
with a landslide? Many people thought (and still think) that it was down to her victory
over Argentina in the Falklands/Malvinas war of 1982. Actually, the electoral statistics
show that much more important factors were the split in the opposition caused by the
breakaway of the Social Democratic Party (SDP) from the Labour Party in 1981, and a
redistribution in electoral constituencies from the north and west of the UK to the
southeast which is a stronger region for the Conservative party. I voted Labour in the
1983 election and joined the party later that year, thus confirming my anti-Thatcher
credentials. After the departure of the SDP rebels, the Labour Party became dominated
by the Left, including some Trotskyite groups that entered the party in order to further
their own non-democratic aims. When I moved to Manchester University in the
autumn of 1983 to study for an MA in political theory I found that the Labour Group in
the university was dominated by hard left groups. As part of my study of political
theory it was very interesting to listen to discussions among these groups, but it was
very hard to see how they could affect the actual governing of the UK, except in their
contributions to the organised protest against the Thatcher government.

One of the most important events of the mid-1980s was Thatcher’s defeat of the
strike launched by the National Union of Miners (NUM). Miners’ strikes had played a
big part in bringing down Heath’s government in 1974, and it was very important to
Thatcher and her allies that the miners be defeated and decisively so. I was sitting on a
commuter train in South London when I read the newspaper story about the end of the
strike although I did not know any coal miners and had never lived near a mining
community, I found myself fighting back tears. It was one aspect of Thatcher’s style of
politics that she divided the country into ‘them’ and ‘us’. There was no question on
which side of the line I stood, and among my circle of friends at that time I cannot
recall one Tory. One of the strongest criticisms levelled against Thatcher and her allies
was that she had divided the country against itself. ‘One-nation’ Conservatives, liberals
and some on the right of the Labour Party were very alarmed by this. Those on the

hard left of the Labour party, and some of their comrades in the trade unions believed
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that all Thatcher was doing was laying bare the bitter reality of the capitalist state.
They also believed you were either with them or against them. Anyone who talked
about a ‘middle way’ was either an idiot or a class traitor. Thatcher’s objective of
destroying the comfortable consensus of the post-war order had been achieved.

During the academic year 1984-5 I studied for a Postgraduate Certificate of
Education (PGCE) at Kingston Polytechnic in southwest London. I qualified to teach
history to children aged 11-19 and mathematics to children aged 11-16 in the
educational system of England and Wales. After finishing my course, I entered Glyn
School in Ewell, Surrey as a probationary teacher teaching both of those subjects. |
was a little surprised to find that after all the deductions were taken from my pay
packet I was no better off than I had been on a student grant. (Thank goodness I didn’t
have any student loans to repay!) I continued to live in the same shared-house in
Motspur Park, London that I had lived in as a student. It was a small terraced house in
which four other people lived as well as myself. Fortunately I was single and had no
dependents. This kind of low pay was clearly the reason why many teachers were
going on strike. As soon as I became a full time teacher I joined the largest teaching
union, the National Union of Teachers (NUT) and also joined the strikes that were
occurring at that time. Of course each day you went on strike you were not paid, and so
lost more money from your meagre salary. The morale of teachers was also very low at
this point. One clear problem with the education system in England (less so in other
parts of the UK) was the fact that the ruling class sent their children to different
schools from the rest (90% or more) of the population. Therefore, there is little real
concern about what goes on in the state education system, since cabinet ministers, and
other members of the elite send their children to private schools. Part of the purpose of
the teachers’ strikes was to draw attention of these people to the terrible under-funding
of the state system. There was no question in my mind that the strikes were justified
and there was no question that Thatcher was the main enemy who was oblivious to the
needs of the state system. Her two children, Carol and Mark went to very expensive
private schools of course.

The next important event connecting my fate to Thatcher’s was the Great
Reform Act of 1988, pushed through by her education secretary, Kenneth Baker. Now

we arrive at the first time since the removal of that disgusting milk in the early 1970s
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that Thatcher had a positive effect on my life. Firstly, the Act was connected to a
serious pay increase for teachers (at last!), something which brought an end to the
strikes and other forms of industrial action that had been frequent in the early and
mid-1980s. Secondly the Act introduced the GCSE exam which I regard as a great
improvement over the old ‘O’ level/CSE combination that had gone before. The history
curriculum in particular was improved (although a lot of it was already in place before
1988). I have read some reports in the Japanese press that stated that this new history
curriculum introduced a more patriotic version of history. Thatcher had made it clear
that that was the kind of history teaching she liked, but in actual fact there was no
mention of this in the curriculum. In this area the detested educational ‘establishment’
was able to score a victory over Thatcher. Baker, who had seemed to be an
arch-Thatcherite at first, turned out to be reasonably pragmatic in introducing
improvements to the education system.

In 1989 I left the UK to get a job on the JET programme in Japan. One year later,
Thatcher had been removed from her job by a mutiny of senior members of her own
party led by Michael Heseltine. So this brings to an end the story of her direct effect on
my life. How ironic that I chose Japan as the country to go to for a new life? This was a
country dear to the heart of Margaret Thatcher with its work ethic, its commitment to
capitalism and permanently governed by a conservative party. Maybe my life has more

in common with Thatcher’s than I want to recognise?
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Abstracts
The Implementation of a New Course of Study in 2020

Shigenobu MOCHIZUKI 3

The new course of study which will take effect in 2020 contains a number of keywords that will
be implemented in the school curriculum. They include active learning, curriculum management,
and a school curriculum open to the community. In modern Japan, education has attempted to
overcome the binary division between group instruction and individualized teaching and
problem-solving and knowledge centered learning. In particular, the technical terms as
“quality/ability” and “a communicative-based independent learning” originate from this dualism.
Beginning with the Fundamental Law of Education (2006) revisions of the course of study have
focused on altering this binary division. This 2020 revision aims at developing a global identity
while recognizing the benefits of Japanese tradition and culture. In reflecting on the course of study
during the post-war period, we can see this discourse, whatever the actual terms used have been,
has remained the same. In conclusion, we suggest that educational discourse should be based on
actual classroom practice, not educational discourse.

% Professor Emeritus, Meiji Gakuin University

British Educational Problems: 14~19 Cohort

Michiko DAIGO

The problem of young people especially NEET has been a big problem in the U.K. England.
The National Union of Teachers (NUT) believes that by 19 all young people should have the skills,
knowledge and attributes necessary to participate fully and effectively in adult life. Thus, they
should have had the opportunity to develop their individual potential to the fullest, whether
intellectual, creative, practical, or a combination of these. They should be active citizens, equipped
to contribute to the economic, social, political and cultural heritage of the country and its many
communities. They should have a passion for learning and should see it as a natural, necessary and
enjoyable part of adult life.

The service called ‘Connection’ is a typical consultation support system to connect young
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people before they reach age 16 through the 16-18 year old period when they finish compulsory
education. The program provides students opportunities to enrich their experience as learners, and
to develop the skills needed by employers and for national economic success.

* Part-time lecturer, Aoyama Gakuin University

Memorandum of WCCES in Beijing, 2016

Yoko YAMATO

I attended the WCCES XIII World Congress held at Beijing Normal University in August
2016. The main theme of the conference was, “Dialects of Education: Comparative Perspectives”.
The subtitle, ‘Global Perspectives, Local Solutions’, was in both English and Chinese, but the
Chinese subtitle was translated as ‘Looking at the world through Chinese eyes’. I personally felt a
bit uncomfortable as the campus was fully open to the public during the conference. The local
people who saw the Chinese subtitle and witnessed academics visiting from all over the world
might have the impression the conference was held for China. Unfortunately, nobody paid much
attention to the Chinese subtitle.

The overall impression of the conference was quite good as student volunteers, many of
them undergraduates, did an excellent job of providing hospitality with charming smiles. The
school canteen food served for the participants was far better quality than the food offered at
Chinese universities a decade ago, although some participants complained saying it was very poor
and not good enough compared to the previous conference held in Istanbul, Turkey. You can
compare the things over time or space; the former was great while the latter was not favourable.

Although I am fairly well acquainted with customs in China as I lived there for five years, I
was shocked when I arrived around eight in the evening at the hotel to find my reservation had been
cancelled. It is the local custom to cancel reservations of people who do not appear by six!

* Part-time lecturer, Toyo Eiwa University

It’s easier than you think

Mari DOBASHI *
I work for a public senior high school in Fuji, Shizuoka. I had a chance to study abroad at the

Institute of Education, University of London (now part of University College London). There I
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acquired a Master’s Degree in TESOL (Teaching of English to Speakers of Other Languages). In
Japan, English teachers are supposed to focus on communicative or interactive classes under the
new curriculum, which was implemented in 2013. However, much of the implementation of active
learning depends on we teachers. As I wrote in my dissertation on the dichotomy between
communicative language teaching and grammar teaching methods, there are structural issues such
as entrance examinations, large class sizes, a lack of teacher training (pre and in-service), and a
discrepancy between Western and Japanese ways of communication. However, students have lower
hurdles than we think. Teachers’ use of English both in and out of the classroom can encourage
students to speak English. Teachers play an important role for a brighter future for English
education in Japan.

* Teacher, Fuji Higashi Senior High School

Seeking the Fact of Pastoral Care in English Public Schools
Hajime FURUSAKA 3

I have been interested in English Public Schools because they value not only the results of
university entrance examinations but also non-academic education such as sports, drama, music,
the arts and other extra-curricular activities or social services despite being academically high
achieving schools. Currently, my research target is pastoral care in independent schools including
English Public Schools. Although pastoral care is an unfamiliar term in Japan, it is important in
both independent and state schools in the UK. My long term research at secondary schools in the
UK suggests that pastoral care has two aspects. In a narrow sense, it is care which supports or
nurtures the success of each pupil as a whole person. In a broad sense, it covers a wide range of
academic, mental, physical, spiritual aspects in addition to physical safety.

As a participant in a group project, I had the opportunity to visit nine prestigious traditional
schools called ‘The Nine’ or the ‘Great Schools’ such as Winchester College, Eton College, Harrow
School and St Paul’s School. After completing this research, I started to undertake my own further
research on pastoral care in independent schools. Whereas there are a significant number of
previous studies on pastoral care focusing on states schools, there are very few previous studies
focusing on independent schools. Therefore, I am investigating pastoral care in independent schools
from the viewpoint of comparative education between state schools and independent schools,
especially English Public Schools.

* Research Staff, Lifelong Learning Department, Ministry of Education
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Roundtable about "Teacher Education"
Haruo KIMURA 3
On November 12, 2016, a roundtable was held at Meiji Gakuin University on the theme of
"teacher education". In Japan, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) is advancing educational reform. "Teacher education" influences whether it will succeed
or not. In the first part of the roundtable, three experts who researched overseas education reported
on the actual circumstances of teacher education in countries outside of Japan. In the second part,
seven experts reported on the theme of Japanese teacher education. In those reports, they talked
about international exchange of researchers in Japan and the United States, training of geography
teachers in Japan, the UK and France, the situation of teacher education at each university, and the
problem of teacher training for special support education. In today's reform, teachers are required to
change teaching methods. We need to consider how teachers develop their abilities. In the general
discussion, we discussed how the institutions of higher education can cope with complicated issues,
and we were able to recognize a number of important issues about current teaching conditions and
teacher education in our country.

* Vice-President, Benesse Educational Research and Development Institute

Insight into Teacher Education in the U.S. through JUSTEC

Chie Ohtani
The Japan-U.S. Teacher Education Consortium (JUSTEC) was established under the aegis of
AACTE (American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education), the biggest voluntary
association of higher education institutions for teacher education in the U.S. in 1987. Through an
examination of the topics at JUSTEC meetings over the years, this article describes the teacher
education movement in the U.S. and the AACTE influence in teacher education in the U.S. after the
federal report "A Nation at Risk" in 1983 and "A Nation Prepared" in 1986. In the 1990's and early
2000’s, the major interests of participants at JUSTEC annual meetings were analyzing TIMSS
(Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study) and PISA (Programme for
International Student Assessment) results. After JUSTEC evolved as an independent organization
of interested university faculty, hot topics of discussion were lesson study, edTPA, Teach for
America, etc.

*k Professor, Tamagawa University
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News on Decoration
Congratulation! Dr David Waterhouse, Professor Emeritus, Toronto University,
was decorated in May by Heisi Tenno with the Order of Rising Sun, Gold Ray with
Neck Ribbon for his contribution not only to his studies and cultural communication
with Japan and Asia but also to advancement of Judo as a British Judoka. His
memorable lecture, How a classic education in England led me to Judo, Japanese
music and Japanese art, given on 18™ March 2017 at Waseda University will be

published as Occasional Paper this fall.
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