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ABSTRACTSs

Encountering—30 years as Personal and Professional Growth as Teacher
HIGUCHI Akira*
A winding path of professional life. Graduating from the School of Law at Waseda University
where I learned that “Education makes Democracy” I advanced my study at the School of Educationof
the University to obtain teaching certificates. In order to serve at a primary school, I continued an
evening course for primary teaching certificate while working as an adjunct lecturer at several schools.
The first school where I was employed as an adjunct teacjer was Shima Primary School in Gunma
Prefecture. SPS was famous for Principal Saito’s adventurous management of the School Curriculum
Before being fully employed at the age of 29 as a permanent primary school teacher, I met many
splendid teachers and I did not leave school teachings until retirement at age 60. While I was teaching
almost all school subjects, I planned various performances in order to promote children’s active
expressions in Sports Day and other events. When developing curriculum entitles as the Birth of
Humankinds, I utilized video, photographs, experiments and other resources to share the wonder of
emergence of life and emotional reaction with children. In addition, belonging to the Japanese
Teachers Union, [ met many teachers and they helped me not only in enriching my school curriculum
but in enhancing teachers’ social status. In my essay, I summarized why and what topics teachers are
now busily required to perform. Lst but not least I feel it important for all teachers to continue learning
and self-tranimg.

* former Primary School Teacher, in Gunma Pefecture
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As a Beginner
ADACHI Noboru *

Reflecting back on how I matured as an independent teacher, I remember that I started my
professional life as a teacher in the year 1973. It was a time when the society was stirred by the
university students’ political movement while more people tended to migrate from rural areas into
cities responding to swift economic expansion. My only practical skills were a teaching license and
the experience of student teaching.

As a homeroom teacher in a primary school for the first time I barely was able to control my
class by letting pupils write short essays and writing and editing a daily Class Newsletter for parents.
In this way I understood the important messages sent by my pupils and the basic desires of parents of
the children whom I taught. At the same time [ witnessed how some parents and children were
discriminated in the communities and society. Committing myself to solving the issues of
discrimination, I developed and kept close ties with both of them which informed and sustained how
I taught.

After retiring from teaching, I am trying to make use of me experiences and wisdoms in
managing and running the Advanced Institute of Teacher Education at Waseda University, alma mater.

* adjunct researcher at the Advanced Institute for Teacher Education, Waseda University

* adjunct researcher, Advanced Institute of Teacher Education, Waseda University

My Ten Years Life at a Private School
TAGUCHI Masanori *

I served at the School for the last decade of my teaching life. The School was well known for
its doctrine of a synthesis of mental, moral and physical development in harmony. The school kept
two mottoes; “A Prep-Comprehensive School” and “Well Ordered Disciplinary School.” The School
was established 35 years ago (in 1985) in Chiba.

In the junior department, from grade 1 to 3, pupils were provided with various programmes so
that all students might obtain sufficient basic learning capability enough to advance their respective
possibilities toward either advancing to tertiary colleges or universities or acquiring vocational
qualifications. The curriculum includes (i) special class and team-teaching in mathematics and English,
(i1) study-abroad English course in New Zealand, (iii) Spring Camp in English and (iv) ‘Step-up’
seminar in the summer vacation. Through such activities it was aimed at achieving gentle and capable
minds of every student.

Education in this school, de facto, had various issues. Classifying them into three, they could be

described and explained as follows. I suggested in my paper how to solve them.
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(1) Issues in school management; (a) staffing was stable but at a standstill resulting in running every
activity by inertia, (b) time shared by all staff was limited against increasing needs to be fully
satisfied (more staff should be supplied).

(2) Issues of students; (a) claims or complaints from students who joined study-abroad programmes,
namely, postponement of graduation, (b) abuse of time in new communication medias, (c)
exclusion of long absentee-students.

(3) Issues of teachers: (a) inflexible time-tables, (b) less opportunities in expanding collaborations
with communities around the school, (c) because of incapability for the school to afford students
its own school bus, almost all activities were constrained by the time bands of public bus services.

* former teacher at private school in Chiba Prefecture

Memories of Teacher Education at Universities

UESUGI Takamichi *

I was engaged in pre-service education of teachers of kindergarten, primary and
secondary schools at a junior college and several universities.  As it is not easy to find
schools which accept student teachers, a council which makes arrangements for teaching
practice was established by universities and junior colleges, the teachers’ union, the
association of school principals and the City Board of Education in Kyoto. = While the
department of education at a university holds itself responsible for teacher education, it is
necessary to set up a committee which includes members of other departments.

The students who want to become a teacher are urged to learn human rights through
education for minorities who have been oppressed. ~ Among the teachers who graduated
from Kyoto University, those who completed graduate school tend to desire a more enriched
teacher education program.  Though it is said that teaching skills should be learned at
universities, we should not take general education and cultivation of the ability to reflect
lightly.

The teaching profession attracts students who think that teaching is a creative endeavor
sustained by its autonomy, but in reality, teachers have to do clerical work for a long time and
the administrative power tends to control them strongly. More excellent students  will
participate in a teacher education program, if this situation is improved.

* Emeritus Professor, Kyoto University
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Teacher Training for Primary School and Kindergarten

SAITO Shinji *

Normal schools performed the task of teacher training, but after World War II, they were
transformed into faculties of education in the new national universities. In these faculties,
moreover, courses for the new lower secondary school’s teachers were added to the primary
course. There arises a contradiction between a special teaching subject license course and
primary-kindergarten course. The new faculty of education made an effort to get rid of the
old negative legacy of normal schools and to be a pure academic liberal arts college. However,
although this shift is appropriate for the training of teachers in the new lower secondary school,
it has resulted in a complete separation from the important educational training site for
students aiming for the full development of kindergarten and elementary school children.

In terms of conceptualizing “kindergarten” not a few female students are annoyed to
have to learn about difficult German idealist philosophy. If our viewpoints turn from
kindergarten to nursery school and infant education, Froebel’s idealism perhaps will be not
enough. A concept of infant education today is too extended to limit kindergarten.

A social history of education in England shows that the Institute for the Formation of
Character was opened in 1816, earlier than the first kindergarten. Infants’ minds should be
full of concern for philanthropic love, joy of sharing. I am now engaged in training course of
the junior stage of primary school and kindergarten. It might be expected for me to inform
my students not only about German romanticism but also English traditional realism.

* Professor Emeritus, University of Niigata

Essay on Teacher Education-Toward the Heuristic Retrospection

MOCHIZUKI Shigenobu*

I'have engaged in Teacher Education of post-war “KAIHOUSEI MENKYO” -Open System

in Teacher Education-for more than 30 years.The purpose of this article is to recollect that
experience and consider some issues. It is possible to make use of my specialty in Sociology of
Education and Childhood Sociology in giving lectures on Teacher Development. But it did not go
beyond the sale of scholarly knowledge. Educational administration makes it clear that different
ways of characterizing the Teacher Professionalism are to be school-based which led to dualism
into Theory and Practice in Education. The point is how a student teacher makes a link of
“knowledge acquired and teaching techniques” and learns strategy to integrate them. To conclude
this short paper, I have led the way of life of Constructivist Teacher Education. As for

constructivist, V. Richardson said as follows:
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“ One cannot think of a constructivist teaching, however, as a monolithic, agreed-upon
concept. The extent of the agreement among the various constructivist approaches is that
constructivism is a learning or meaning theory. ... Constructivism is a descriptive theory of
learning  (this is the way people learn or develop) ; it is not a prescriptive theory of learning

(this is the way people should learn) ”

(quoted from Virginia Richardson, 1997, Constructivist Teaching and Teacher Education, Theory and Practice,
(p.3) Ed.by Virginia Richardson, Constructivist Teacher Education-Building a World of New Understandings,

Falmer Press)

* Professor Emeritus, Meijigakuin University

Principles of Education; my lecture

SUZUKI Shinichi*
Being appointed a permanent lecturer at the School of Education Waseda University, | was asked
to give lectures on “Principle of Education” and “Practice Teaching”. I was too young to plan and do
them without referencing. Relying on Science of Education by Prof. Katsuta M (University of Tokyo)
and Teachers by Kokubu, 1. (teacher & critic of education), I designed teaching plans based on
Katsuta’s and Kokubu’s theses and wrote notes for lectures. Reading John Dewey, J. Piaget and H.
Wallon, I schemed whole lectures from the viewpoint of (1) rationalization of children’s self-centered
reasoning, (2) identification of individuality, (3) vocational and civic participation and (4) personal
historical awareness and responsibility of creating new history for human beings. On the other side, |
was quick to acknowledging the short fall of the then teacher education systems in Japan. Participating
both in governmental advisory committees and in private universities’ associations, I tried to introduce
“the Area Training Organization” to Japanese situation. I served for more than ten years as Secretary-
General, at “the Japanese Association of Private Universities for Advancement of Teacher Education”.
Through long participation in theoretical and practical education for teaching, I reconfirmed the
importance of professional freedom and independence of teaching. I cannot say that I was successful
in introducing ATO in the Japanese version, but nowadays, not all but many universities from state to
private sectors have organized some types of Japanese area teacher education fora in the local settings.
However, more of them are driven by the local education authorities which are reluctant to teachers’
professional independence. How far is it possible for Japanese universities to sustain advocacy for

teaching freedom and academic independence of teachers?

* Professor Emeritus, Waseda University
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Women’s Learning in Migration and Transition

Junko Ohno *

The purpose of this research is to clarify how immigrant women become more fully
citizens. In general, the concept of citizenship is based on male-centered issues. However, this
conception does not fit into the present diverse, multi-cultural society. In order to think about
citizenship from a different perspective, I focused on immigrant women, because they are
more likely to be marginalized from society in terms of ethnicity and gender. Most of them
depend on their partners who are most Japanese men. For that reason, they recognize
themselves as far from the being able to develop a sense of citizenship. But actually, they are
aware of citizenship in their daily life. For example, as mothers and wives, some get involved
in PTA events at school and some participate in community activities. Through these
experiences, it is clear that they are fully developed women as citizens. The important issue is
to change the attitudes and biased images of host communities to immigrant women as
vulnerable.

* Setsunan University Adjunct Associate Professor
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