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ABSTRACTS

Looking back on Teacher Education through a Japan-UK Comparison

--what has emerged, what has changed, and what was missed—
Takano Kazuko*

This paper looks back on the author’s comparative research into teacher education in Japan and
the UK, reflecting on what has emerged, what has changed, and what was previously overlooked . It
examines how the professional and academic of equality assurance in English teacher education have
been institutionally differentiated, and considers what may suggest for teacher training in Japan. The
paper also explains the implications of concurrent and consecutive models of teacher education ,
emphasizing the temporal dimensions of teacher formation, and the potential values of Japan’s
concurrent approach. Furthermore, it highlights the importance of examining teacher education from
a gender perspective. Through this reflective enquiry, the paper identifies both un-explored areas and

new directions for futher research.

*Professor Emeritus, Meiji University, Tokyo

The Actual Situation of Dance Education in Japan and Other Countries
Murakami Suter, Kyoko

The Japanese have been winning international ballet competitions for many years, and
Japan is now one of the most enthusiastic dancing nations. The actual situation of dance
education in Japan, however, is nt how Europeans might imagine. There are no proper dance
institutions or “Ballet School” as would be imagined. In fact, although it is considered
“imported high culture” status, ballet still struggles to break away from the hobby status.
This is a small introduction to dance education that has been on the front line by an author,
observing education at some of the top ballet schools over the last 40 years. Historically
ballet thrived in places with financial power starting from Italy followed by Scandinavia,
France, Englansd, and America. Japan is no exception to this pattern. Starting in the 70s,
Japan exported ballet talents across the world, nailing the top position in the ballet world
during the strong ‘80s financial bubble economy. Nowadays, ballet is well settled in Japanese
culture, though the unique dance education system remains unknown to many. Hopefully,

this introduction to dance education in Japan serves as “food for thought” on how non-
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academic education subjects can be approached, and students interested in these areas

supported.

*Ballet Pianist ...

Teacher’s Role in the Relationship between School and Social Education
Uesugi Takamichi*

In Japan social education means out-of-school adult and youth education. Just after World War
11, the idea of community school was introduced and enhanced community education plans based on
the integration of school and social education. As the central government has regulated the school
curricula since 1958, the distance between school and social education became wide. On the other
hand, schools were recommended to use social education facilities for youth so that pupils could be
disciplined by staying in the countryside. In practice a lot of social education directors are ex-teachers.
Recently the government is trying to transfer club activities as extra-curriculum to social education in
order to decrease teacher’s works. As many adults learn at evening middle schools, their teachers

should learn not only pedagogy but also andragogy.

*Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University
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